THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Adopted by the Regents
February 21, 2013

Regents Communication

ACTION REQUEST

Subject: Report of Faculty Retirement

Action Requested: Adoption of Retirement Memoir

Kristine A. Siefert, Ph.D., Edith S. Gomberg Collegiate Professor of Social Work and
professor of social work, retired from active faculty status on December 31, 2012.

Professor Siefert received her A.B. (1972) and M.S.W. (1975) degrees from the University
of Michigan, and her M.P.H. (1979) and Ph.D. (1980) degrees from the University of Minnesota.
She joined the faculty of the University of Michigan School of Social Work as an assistant
professor in 1979, and was promoted to associate professor in 1985 and professor in 1994. She
held the Edith S. Gomberg Collegiate Professorship in Social Work from 2007-2012.

Professor Siefert’s research focused on identifying modifiable social, behavioral, and
environmental risk determinants of health and mental health among low-income women and
children, and on racial and ethnic health disparities. She published widely in high impact
scientific journals, and in 2003, she was named one of the most influential researchers in social
work. She served in an advisory capacity or as an expert reviewer for numerous agencies and
foundations, including the federal Office of Maternal and Child Health, the National Institute of
Mental Health, the National Institute for Dental and Craniofacial Research, the Economic
Research Service of the U.S.D.A., and the Centers for Disease Control. Within the School of
Social Work, Professor Siefert served as assistant dean for research (1993-1996), associate dean
for faculty and academic affairs (2003), and associate director (1997-2005), and director (2005-
2007) of the Research Center on Poverty, Risk, and Mental Health. Professor Siefert was a
dedicated and highly regarded teacher and mentor for numerous doctoral students and junior
faculty. In 2001, she received the University’s Harold R. Johnson Diversity Service Award.

The Regents now salute this distinguished faculty member by naming Kristine A. Siefert
professor emerita of social work.
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